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R.K. Laxman, his artworks' contribution to 
Indian Society 

Prof. Mugdha Kale 

Abstract 
Art has always been influentialon societyin some or 

other form. Many approaches of art have diversified effects 
on society at large. Political cartoons have a long lasting effect 
on minds of masses. An effective, political cartoons can fulfill 
significant criticizing and controllingfunctionin society. 
Political cartoons also encourage the process of opinion 
formation and decision making as well as provide 
entertaining perspectives on the news. Political cartoons can 
be funny, witty and still be serious. Their main purpose, 
though, is not to entertain but to persuade the mass. A good 
political cartoon makes mass think about current events, but 
it also tries to influence their opinion toward the cartoonist 's 
point of view. An editorial cartoon, also known as a political 

cartoon, is a drawing containing a commentary expressing 

the artist's opinion. They typicallycombineartisticskill, 

exaggeration and sarcasm in order to question authority and 

draw attention to corruption,politicalviolenceand other 

social ills. 
R.K. Laxman was one of the few cartoonists who brought 

the worlds of art and journalism together and reach out to 

the "everyday" world. He believed persistently that that's a 

question worth asking. For him, having the right to criticize 

and exercising that right is as vital to the health of the world 's 

largest democracy as anything. As he has written, "Ceaseless 

public criticism is the best guarantee that the liberty of the 

individual as well as of the nation will be preserve.' 

Collectively, his cartoons serve as a satirical diary of the first 
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six decades of post-colonialIndia and have greater impact 
oh peoples mind than any other perusable media. 

Key words : Art, influence on society, political cartoons, 

R.R. Laxman 

A Nation's Uncrowned Conscience Keeper 

'Sofar as I am concerned,I am not at all aware that 
there indeed exists a serious side as well to lily cartoons 
drawn in an inspired mood ofmischievousabandon. 

R.R. Laxman. 

Rasipuram Krishnaswami Laxman, famously known as 

R. K. Laxman was an Indian cartoonist, born in 1921 in 

Mysore, who created the comic strip in 1951 'You Said It', 

featuring the "Common Man"—a silent observer 
representing the average Indian. The comic strip recorded 

the life of the average Indian, represents the hopes, 
aspirations, troubles and, perhaps, even foibles of the average 
Indian. His all cartoons enjoyed unusual prominence in The 
Times of India by appearing daily on the paper 's front page. 
The character is a much beloved one among the Indian masses 

and has entertained generations of Indians over the past 
several decades. His cartoons cultivated and entertained 
readers with looks more than words. 

R.K.Laxman once said of his Common Man, "He's been 

with me throughout my career. I did not find him. He found 
me. .. I would say he symbolizes the mute millions of India, 

or perhaps the whole world, a silent spectator of marching 
time. " With Gandhi glasses, dhoti, checkered jacket and hair 

that outwardly challenged enormity, the Common Man 

achieved cult status in India. Two statues and one 
commemorative postal stamp were created as lasting tributes 

to the Common Man. More importantly, R.K. Laxman's 
Common Man was enjoyed for over 50 years by millions of 
fans. 

Still, many of R.K. Laxman 's political cartoons did not 

include The Common Man. These were larger cartoons 
addressing national and international politics. Though 
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cartoonwere hugely influential,but they never changed 
politicaloutcomes but that was never the point. Reflecting 

theconscienc of a nation is not an easy task. It persuade 

readersto introspect. He possessed a keen sense of politics 

and his cartoon was well received by the readers tough not 

byhis editors at first. His cartoons reported political change 

whileat the same time returning mass attention to the fact 

that not much has changed and why might that be." 
Modernization plans dreamed up by successive Indian leaders 

againstthe reality was favorite punchingbags of R. K. 
Laxman.He was not against development, but he wanted to 
displayhow authorities were always failing because they were 
workingat the level of policy and not seeinghow policy 
actuallydemonstrates itself at the ground level. 

India's first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, had a plan 

for a national airline. Whereas in villages, at that time the 

majoritywere still struggling with more ancientforms of 

transportatio like the bullock cart. He reportedthis gap 
between what is aspired for and what is actually happening 

at the ground level. 

His cartoons were a snapshot of the most important event 

of the day. It abridged, without essentially taking any sides, 

aboutthe burning issue. He would captureit in his brush 

strokes in a very captivating way and that allowed readers to 

then steer the greater details of the news in newspaper. 

Iconic - R.K. Laxman's art work glimpses 

Other Art Works: Though not politicalhad greater 
and equal influence on peoples mind 

Malgudi Days : It is a fictional village featuringin all 

the novels written by R.K. Narayan. The sketch of the village 

Malgudi was by his brother R.K.Laxman 

Gattu :When RK Laxman had to create a Mascotfor 

Asian Paints, in order to draw inspirationhe was smoking. 

Through the cloud of smoke he saw the image of a little boy 

with a paint- brush take shape. And 'Gattu' mascot was born. 
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Conclusion 

R.R. Laxman•smany of' the cartoons   long  k 
still hold true and tell us that he was indeed a visionary, to 
anticipate today's India. He worked in (liCCerc extorjt of 
art however he is known to the mass as a political cartoonist 

prominently. 

Whetherpoliticalor in other form of art R.K.Laxrnan 
had influenced the masses on Indian society through decades. 
His wittiness and sharp understanding of situation combined 
with his unique sense of irony made every cartoon of his hit 
the mass. He made public relate, introspect, and think on 
current situation and that certainly made opinion changes at 
given times. 

His art as surely enjoyed as a form of art, for the sake of 
art, entertained public and yet had a serious notion to it that 
had ever lasting effect on Indian community. His everlasting 
art pieces still speaks about irony related to current situations 
and does not fade out. 
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