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ROLE OF YALUE EDUCATIO'N IN MAKING THE LIFE OF
WOMEN VIOLENCE FREE- AN OVERVIEW

Dr. POOJA PRASHANT NARWADKAR -
Principal, B.Vs. New Law College, Sangli-416416 -

ABSTRACT

Since independence in India plethora of
statutes to protect human rights of individual are
enacted. The Constitution of India has provided
every protection to all vulnerable section of
society but still the continuous violation of their
basic human rights is the reality. Among others,
women form the most vulnerable section of society.
The utter disregard of their basic human rights
across the nation and even world-wide is most
serious concern of the world at large. Constant
struggle for the equality, justice and protection
from violence is observed in every legal system.
Indian legal system is constantly working through
series of legislations to make them feel safe within
the four walls of their own and outside. The
judiciary as the important pillar the ‘Rule of Law’
has played a unique role in fuifilling the sublime
mission of protecting the rights of citizens in
general and vulnerable section in specific under
the law of land. But still the incidences of women
victimization are increasing and thereby causing
obstacle in the process of transforming the “court

of law” to “court of justice” In this context the

author has planned to examine-Can value based
education or education of human values bring the
desired change and help to make the life of woman
violence free? Can it help to internalise the norms
of respecting values and support the legal system
to bring the positive outcome?

Keywords: Value Education, Violence, Human
Rights

~ which is supported by patriarchy prevalent. The

Introduction

Regardless of class, castg, region or
religion women in India do not enj

women has been enacted since independence, but
too often the laws are not honoured|and women
are rampantly subjected to human rights
violations.

Women as a class, her vulperability in
various forms is the common phetiomenon of .
Indian society. The silent sufferings of Indian .
women make her easy prey to the male|dominatios

authoritative, autocratic nature of malé member
society and victimization of female| makes the
situation worst. It has become a routine course
for women to be subjected to such violence in
own four walls as well outside. The| magnitude
has reached to such an extent that it
exaggeration to say that “Almost ev

mentally, verbally economically.!
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This subjection to violence disrupts the
entire life of the women and leaves miserable
impressions on her life. She cannot even think of
raising voice against any injustice due to the
subsidiary status therefore she needs a support
structure that could help her stand for her rights
as a human being. The violence free home has
become a dream in this society because her
sufferings never start from the day of her birth,
but even before because her survival in this cruel
world is doubtful, where with the help of
technology her right to take birth can be easily
taken away.The stereo type notion of women as
‘burden’ is one of the main reason behind female
feticide.? Violence against woman in the form of
rape, prostitution, dowry death, sexual harassment
are widely prevalent but most serious of this is
infanticide/feticide which is denying the very
existence to0 her in this world.Female feticide is
one extreme manifestation of violence against
women. The root of this evil in this patriarchal set
up is that sons carry family name and are supposed
to look after their parents in the old age hence
they are preferred choice. Whereas giving birth
to girl child is seen as “watering the neighbour’s
plants.” [ts roots goes back to ancient period
when it was held that “A woman is never fit for
independence and requires male protection in the
form of father, husband and son, respectively,
throughout her life.”*That means her identity was
only with the pleasure of men. Society expects
her to be play to role ‘subordinate’ to men in every
field of concern. She is expected to be catering to
the comforts of the family as a dutiful daughter,
loving mother, obedient daughter-in-law, and
faithful submissive wife. She is perhaps
everything except a human being on par with her
counterpart—the man.*

- 409

The Growing Menace of Violence and Legishative
Framework

While considering about her agonies in

the form of violence within family and outside is

“seen as part of life cycle. The violence arises with

emergence of notion of ownership ot only over
her body but also on every leve! of her autonomy
freedom and liberty. It perceives woman as an

as a Human Right issue and brought the
Protection of Women from Domestic Yiolence Law,
2005 with the object to make her life yi
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The Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act 2005

The PWDVA2005 exists within the larger
framework of gender-policy and women’s rights
in this country. The Act takes in to consideration
the concept of Domestic Violence in wider
perspective including in itself emotional, verbal,
sexual, economic abuse, and physical abuse of
woman in every relation, The widening concept
of relations in the nature of marriage was very
significant step wherein the women in such
relations who was totally neglected by the legal
system was now provided rights like a legally
wedded wife. The system of protection officers,
service providers, the recognition of right to
protection, residence, financial, medical help,
shelter homes etc. was provided in the larger
legislative framework. This reflects how the
legislatures have sincerely taken care of the needs
of victim of domestic violence. The Act imposes
the responsibility on the state to provide reliefs
to the victim. Even before that the provisions were
available to protect womnan from violence. Criminal
law Amendment Act 1986 and other statutory
bodies were keen to give punishments to the
culprits. But with the advent of this law the Civil
law remedy was given for the first time. The courts
and the officers appointed under the law as
Protection officers were held personally held
responsible to provide immediately relief on
receiving complaint of domestic violence.

The women in the living in relations with
man was socially and legally discarded section
before this piece of legislation which not only
provided the protections to woman who were
legally married but also those living together in
the relation without marriage and held that
“relationship in the nature of marriage™ using the
common law principles to the effect that:

(a) The couple must hold themselves out to
society as being akin to spouses.

(b} They must be of legal age to nj:ry

{¢) They must be otherwise beug qualifieddo

enter into a legal marriage, including being
unmarried.

(d) They must have voluntarily cohabited and
heid themselves out to the
akin to spouses for a signifi
time.

Before passing of the PWDVA2005
women victim of violence were taken care of by
sec 498A under the penal code*which could arrest
the husband and in- laws for causing violence at
home but in practice it was observed that the
immediate effect was seen the woman being
thrown away from her conjugal home, if the
woman was financially dependent on her husband

* she used to face many problems. As| well where

her parents did not support het, the plight of such

observes, “Courts must abjure from adopting a
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feuda! and archaic attitude by thinking that wife
can be relegated to the outhouse as if she were a
mere chattel. On the contrary efforts must be made
to cnsure that she can Jive a right of respect.” In
another case® where the husband challenged the
order of family court of Mumbai directing him to
remove himself from the flat and also entering it to
disturb her peaceful possession, Justice Roshn
Dalavi observed that judicial notice must be taken
of the fact that “persistent alcoholic husbands
are invariably violative and entire case of husband
is based on ownership rights, however the human
rights of a person has little to do with ownership
rights in property. It is therefore immaterial to
consider in whose name the matrimonial home
stands. In case of domestic violence, the court
has only to appreciate abuse and protection
against such abuse. These are not the few
instances to show the sensitive approach shown
by judiciary to empower women by making
benevolent interpretations to make the Act a real
instrument to protect women. Since passing of
the Act. various proactive judgements have been
passed by judiciary, which itself is worthy of
appreciation. But even after the three organs of
state — executives, legislature and also the
judiciary has done its best still the incidences of
violence against women at home or outside are
on increase day by day. It compels us to think
even after making stringent provisions of law and
punishing offenders the things cannot be
controlled, here a second thought leads to
investigate how can we support the system well
within to improve instead getting solution after
commission of crime. The sensitivity of human
being towards each other must be improved and
in this context the intemalisation of norms and
rules segms a challenge in the existing situation.
Are people becoming insensitive towards the

‘women were being treated as secon

violation of others rights? How can the gpcoming
generation be sensitized to these issues

solve deep-rooted social problems. Ope has to
approach them in other ways too, but Iegislation

-

term
to make

How can value education, though a long
exercise but provides a lasting solutio
a life of women violence free?

Before pondering over this jssue it is
really required to go in to details of why violence?
How and what are the myths about the domestic
violence of women, Domestic violen
old reality, which exist at all civilization i
of time place and cuitures and the stage of
development of society. lts modes,| severity,
magnitude, forms may change accordipg to time
place and advancement of every society but its
existence everywhere is a ground reality which
cannot be denied. The ancient scripturgs and also
references from Manusmriti shows how the
women were being subjected to violence, the epics
of Ramayana, Mahabharata and also showed how
sex and
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ROLE OF VALUE EDUCATION IN MAKING THE LIFE OF WOMEN VIOLENCE...... 412

her bedy, mind was under the control of the male
members of the family.In India women are facing
the vielence in number of ways covert and overt
for time immemorial, Although the degree and form
may vary according to class, religion and cultures,
gender specific violence occurs in every strata of
Indian society. There are many myths about the
violence being exercised on women that it is only
in poor and uneducated families’ women are
subjectedto violence, but it is not so even the
educated women, financial empowered women, are
victimsof violence. When we study abowut the
causes of their sifent suffering we come to know
about some facts such as the importance of “family’
as institution and its sacredness can only be
maintained through the victim’s silent suffering
and therefore it is an ‘acceptable” behavior.
Women also find the barriers in leaving abusive
relationship, as most women in India are under
constant fear of being thrown as an object from
the domestic ties, They develop this fear under
constant physical attacks. They develop the
feeling of guilt and shame, social avoidance and
fear of isolation suffer silently.As stated by
Malvika Karlekar' ‘the journey of hardship start
from the womb to the tomb continuously without
any breaks in various forms.

Having gone through various
approaches and ways to tackle the issue of
violence, the author desires to investigate -can
this issue which has its roots deeply rooted in
decreasing moral values, which resultantly affect
the issues of increasing violence and in much
farger context seen in casual approach towards
observance of any law in the system?The issue
of domestic violence being the abuse of various
forms in relationships, families and being a human
right issue needs a new investigation which can
sensitized these members of the patriarchal set

Hp.

" mind into a fresh, young, innocent he

Value education and its significance in
increasing moral values in families

value indoctrination. Value education teaches us
to preserve what is good and worthwhile in what
we have inherited form our culture. Value
education has capacity to transform a diseased
' althy natural
and attentive mind'%. -

The concept of values may be defined
as ‘factors which affect humanl behavior’
intellectually, value may be defined as a concept
which is accepted- by the sub-conscipus mind, is
understood by all and perceived by the individoal.
Value education can improve the integral growth
of human beings to create attijudes and,
development of society at large. Values are of

develops self -respectand respect for community.
Help us to make socially responsible judgments
and to be able to provide justification of decision
and actions. School and college qurriculums
consisting value education can improve the
situation of immoral, illegal and abnormal
behaviors of the perpetrators and can bring
gradual change in their thinking process to most
humanizing persons. it may be a bold statement
in the present context when the ingidences of
violence against women and gendgr specific
offences are on huge scale that|the value

- education can bring the desired charggs in the
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srd make her life violence free. But it
B denied that in this materialistic world
values, the base of human life is left
| and peaple are being dragged after
and worldly pleasure. Thismake them
wve towards the sufferings of others and
hem to think ot only oneself. To acquire
~relations, to control the oppressed and
Ble section of society has become the
and people are becoming self-centered,

g even support the family financially, they are
in still wrong perspective and perceived to
&z completely responsible {or the homely matters,
are expected to be silent sufferers who would
guestion the male dominance in patriarchal
g2g up. The upbringing of the children i3 also
gsponsible to make them future perpetrators. They
Zarn from the ciders in family to be sensitive or
fmsensitive to others. Children, who look the
siglence at home, take it common and exert the
same in future.

The schooling education and higher
education leaves real imprint on the personality
of the individual, If the value based education of
universal human values is given at the formative
age, the issues ol this nsensitivity towards other
 sex may reduce and their upbringing will be
proper. The quality and length of education are
important contribwtors to prevent the gender
based violence. they are insufficient in isolation.
Specific interventions are also necessary — in the
classroom, with teachers and across the whole
school environment - that proactively challenge
the prevalent geaderdiscrimination and
stereotyping. The vast majority of violent acts —
between 90 and 95 percent - against both females
and males, and whether obviously *gender based’
or otherwise, are perpetrated by males,” and

sgh women have become now self -sufficient

adherence to rigid gender stereotypes/roles
consistently emerges across studies as a mﬁjw
contributing factor to perpetration {(and
justification/excusing) of gendes based
violence.*The latest statistical data availghle says
a total of 87,000 women were intentionally killed
in 2017. More than half of them (58 per cenit) 50,000
were killed by intimate partoers or family members

intentionally killed in 2017 were killed by their
current or former intimate partner 6 someone
would normally expect to trust.”

importance of values in the life of individpals. The
Ramamurthi committee says, “Education must
provide a climate for the nurture of values, both
as a personalized set of values forming one’s
character and including necessary social] cultural
values, so as to have a context and meaning for
actions and decisions, in order to enabfgpemn
to act with conviction and commitment. )’

Value based education is inve tin
individual capability and s&iﬁmsponsibiﬁalua
based education refers toa wide gamut of learning
and activities ranging from waining in physical
health, mental hygiene, etiquette and spanners,
appropriate social behavior, civic rights and duties
to aesthetic and even religious trainipg. The
National Policy on Education, 1986 stated in

cynicism in the society has brought in
need for readjustment in curriculum in order to
make education a forcéful tool for culti
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ROLE OF VALUE EDUCATION IN MAKING THE LIEE OF WOMEN VIOLENCE..... 414

social and moral values. The value education is in
a way the process of understanding process of
human being from what 1 am? to What | really
Want to be? It helps the individual to have a faith
in relationship and thereby respect others. It's a
process off self-evolution though self-
investigation''At the very forming age when the
child learns the values of trust, respect, affection,
care, guidance, reverence, gratitude and love, the
natural inclination of him would be towards
humanity. In fact when he/ she perceives all these
values in family naturally, at school and afterwards
at workplace the individual will respect all the
relations at personal and professional level, and
the issue of violence will vanish.

Conclusion

Forming a value based family is the
permanent cure for most of the ills of the present
world. However, family building is a partnership
project which involves a lot of oneness. with
sharing. caring. nurturing, adjusting, and
understanding, endowed with divine love,
commitment, and dedication. Nurturing the
children with high family values is the utmost
priority of a value based family.'*

The governmental initiatives though
various schemes and programs should reach the
women i need. Violence against women within
and outside the family is the main hurdle that
keeps her away from mainstream, the women
victimization and gender based viclence should
be tackled as human right issue and state should
be responsible to stop the evil of violence to
empower women in real sense. Women also need
access to specific measures that enable them to
leave a violent relationship.

The state inihiatives, stringent measurcs,
judicial protections, active role of social

institutions and NGOs together can bring some
positive results but if we want the change in within
it is required to give a second thought tg provide
value based civilized society which belie
type of human values such as truth, egus
violence,trust, respect, affection, care, g

untouched. There are many instances of repetitions’
of such violent attacks by the perp

through inculcating universal values|through
education. It is true that it will take years together,
but stili if the upcoming generation once realized
its importance would further it to their helirs and it
would develop a culture of values, where not only
gender based violence but also all law deviations
would be reduced. Though ‘crimeless sogiety” isa
myth but value based education is the ray of hope
towards healthy society.
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