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22. Fostering Quality Teaching in Law Educat
Role of Teacher

Dr. Pooja Prashant Narwadkar
Principal, Bharati Vidyapeeth’s. New Law College, Sangli (Maharshtra), Affiliated i
University. Kolhapur.

jon:

Legal Education

Legal field 1s one of the fastest growing regimes in India. Legal education
enhancement of buman sensibility and injects a sense of protecting human liberty a
before law. *Law is the cement of society and essential medium of change.” Indian

expects the Indian lawyer not ouly with improved legal skills, but most importantly,

soctal responsibility and a strong professional ethic- a commitinent {0 the integrity angd

of the fegal systen.
Coals of Legal Education

Legal education is essential in shaping the nation in order to bring rule of law]

is o maintain guality and encourage achieve excellence in legal education ang prow

competent legal professionals to society. It helps to develop sense of social responsive

gse the maximum of i towards cocial tronsformation, It also aims at inculeation

amoeng studeats o play an important mle i nation building. A well administered an)

legal education s sine qua non of proper dispessation of justice, Bar and Bench are

Hincage of the whole chain of legal system. hence the quality of legal education |f

reffected 1 the standard professionals. Traditional legal education revolve around the ‘practice

courts” was fiterally confined to black letters of law. And so the traditional legal
cystem was necessarily required to train basically students who join this profession 4

in ceurts as well those who employ as legal advisors in banks , industries , governmet

anct who would serve as best academicians | teachers imparting legal education in the insti

and would engage in rescarch as professional requirement s .
Vit Is Qulin?
The answer o this guestion is as definitive as saying “beauty lics in the ¢y

beholior™ Quality is not an absolute measure, but is based essuntially on the percept
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person evaluating quality and hence differs from person to person. Actually quality is not a

destination but a journey a quest for excellence. In today’s global environment a high quality
higher education system is imperative for nation’s progress in all spheres.  Quality expects the
teacher to be smart teacher who makes the student aware about the challenges ghead and
prepares him to face them courageously.
About Quality Education

: As the quality 1s a subjective term so also quality education is not easy to define. It is
about having good qualified teacher, have good resources, being update in knowledge base and

must be a motivator who 1s role model for his students. It also covers pleasant and ¢onducive

environment to learning . the focus in the present research paper is  on role of teacher as
facilitator and that to in legal education, the views observed covered every important cpmpornent
including the method to teach, need base, learner’s abilities, the changing goals of legal
education and challenges ahead cte.

Legal education in India in spite of its slunbering past is now making big stride, not only
in meeting the present exigencies but to take a lead in the development of world lcgal fraternity,
and so today’s cra demand something different where the Taw colleges, schools imparting legal
education must take into consideration the changing roles/additional roles, in positive dimensions
of the recipiont of the legal education as--- policy makers, business adviser, negotiators in big
concerns, mediator, arbitrator, lobbyist, law reformers, law researchers, legislators, experts in
articulation and communication of ideas o masses.
Teachers Personality Traits

The teacher is cxpocted to be hardworking, intellectual, knowledgeable, and best in
communication skiil and presentation skill. He has to have high morals and should maintain high

standards and moral value:, He must have abilities of good listener, patient hearing|and cool

mind. Must be punctoal and have professionalism. He must be compassionate to the pupil.
Teacher beisg backbone of the education systemn must serve their best so that system itself runs
towards progress. As rightly observed by then President Pratibha Devisingh Patil “Nations with
high quality human resources would be counted among the first ranking nations of the world in
the knowledge org, thorctuie we have to be careful that by concentrating on guantity we do not
compfomi.sc ore quality. Quality fi.ulty is important to maintain the high standards of

aniversitios, so that woerld class graduates, pose graduates. and Jdoctoral students are produced,
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VOLUME - VI, ISSUE - [ - JANUARY - MARCH - 2019
AJANTA - ISSN 2277 - 8730 - IMPACT FACTOR - 5.5 (www.sjifactor.com)

The teachers are expected to create learning interest in students so that education does not remain

i burdensome job but motivate the learner to develop knowledge thrust.
Role of Teachers _ _
Before getting in to the expectations, the overview of the existing scenario i
nresent scenario it is observed that there is gradual fall in standards of legal educatio
Council of India. University Grants Commission and Universities regulate the legal
report(2002) and alse National Knowledge Commission’s Report and the Apex cour

Courts have alse highlighted the issue in various judgments. There is a compellis

5 must. In
h. The Bar
education.
pport 1847
rand High
1g need to

change the overall system of cducation in law institutions in most significant way. Before

demanding change we must understood the shortcomings of the existing system wh
invites the memory based evaluation process and it neglects the significance of esse
for practice and only focuses comprehension and the textual knowledge base. The |
imparting legal cducation must have a commitment to improve their advocacy skills, ¢
expand their educational objectives, improve and diversify their methods  for
mstructions. Today a law school Tags far behind in its focus on curriculum revision
“changing needs and also the, the effectiveness of pedagogical methods.
Etfort te concentrate on sefting goals

A teacher must aware the student about the avenues available Yor career in Iy
that they con set the goals beforehand. The teacher has to orient them though

dialogue and stadents should be able to articulate their cducational and prolessional

ich purely
ntial skills
nstitutions
clarify ad
delivering

as per the

w fleld so
continuous

poals from

the very beginning. Law being the noble profession it has to have primary focus on social

teansionnation, The students must realize the ground realities and socio-ceonomic constraints in

srocess of aebioving justice, Teachers should take efforts to develop the p

rotessional

comnpetencies by motivating  the students to pursue research of live issues and cofcerns and

provide soluticns through their knowledge they must be equipped with the advocacy skills and

- abulity of dispute resolution to transform the soctety.
‘Teachers are to design their strategy suitable to course content to effectively
practice.

The course content is designed as per the regulating and affiliating bodies

exocute In

where the

institutions imparting legal education have very little autonomy. The teachers who arg supposed
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++ =e multi tasking personality has to prepare teaching plan for every subject in every academic
aege If this phan is prepared before hand by teacher, it's implementation becomes etfedtive. The
sxtemic and term plan along with individual teachers teaching plan should be made after a deep

R

?raching methods to be changed as per requirement

Presently most accepted and most widely used method of teaching is by delivery of

-~ ex. This method suits to all streams of higher education and specifically in law education as

sevehe existing, semester system and fime frame it is most convenient. This truditional method
weomates the desired goal of skill oriented education and makes the leaming process
wonous, - It is really a teacher centered method. It gives the full scope to express his own

sz and approaches to the learners, but minimize the chances of learner to think independently

. == “hcus upon also with the casual approach. it reduces their active attendance and participation
oming process. The teacher in the present context has no option but to use it, while using it
s we a Beibiiator can use it in innovative manser with te help of ICT tools | allowing timely
szeuption with queries and questions, and accompanied by discussion method. Usq of other
w-olssuch as Problen method, case study method and role play method he can makg teaching
e process interesing and also opportunates the student to actively participate in {i. ln case
L ancthod the siudents are provided an opportunity to discuss, it encourage them to look at
e with different approaches and solutions to problems in hand. The students usc role play
«wived assuming themselves as lawyers and argue on issues involved. Actually the teaghicr must
e them U learn reading, rescarching, problem solving, & to enhance communication skill.

The advances i weehnology has opened the avenues for teachers to project himself as
Lohtator who brings the world aronnd eastly accessible o the student. 1CT is basically
seem 2 term which encompasses all communication technologies such as internet, wireless
ey, cell phones, ete, 1CT can help in enhancing the quality of education through blended
sy supplementing the raditional methods of teaching. The students acquire skills like
2w wracy. dnnovative thinking, creativity and sound reasoning and effective communication
e of Power Point with picterial representations, short tilims, e-learning, video conferencing
s o ke cven a dry lecture metiod interesting. Through video conferencing the advantage to
. ~lee Is easy. to have accoss to eminent academicians, lawyers and judges of High Court

s reme Court. 1O can be supported with peer tfcaming where students leamn great deal by

DR T Peer Revivwed Reforeed and UGC Listed Journal No, - 30775 155
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cxplaining their ideas to others and by participating in on line activities in which they can learn
trom their peers from far of places which cannot be physically accessible easily. Every where s

the teacher canrot help in advauncing practical skill such as interviewing , counseling, applying

the case law to suit the situation, some issues can only be studied through the field work #
practicum. here he can depute the student to a senior advocate’s chamber and facilitate him to !
learn those skalls.

Conclusion

Teachers are the torch besrers in creating social cohesion and national infegration by

revealing and elaborating secrets of attaining higher values in life. Only well eqlipped with

competencies and ethical values he can render effective services and help in overall development

of students. Law profession being a social and noble piofession the responsibility of{the teacher

. m law cducation is double as they have to inculcate the values among students(to play an

important role in nation building.

Innovative practices in teaching luw is necessary to provide standardized legal education.,

qualttative legal education, and a role of teacher is importani because he is key factor] facilitator,

muotivator and also a role model,
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